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IF IT was in his power or in the
judiciary’s to make changes to
improve the justice system, sug-
gestions made for restorative jus-
tice would have been introduced
a long time ago says Chief Justice
Ivor Archie.

“We sentence, accompanied
with a great deal of frustration,
but we are constrained to sen-
tence people within the confines
of a legislative structure that is
imposed on the judiciary, which
is why, we have been trying to
find creative means of establish-
ing exactly the sort of restorative
principles you have been talking
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about,” he said. Asked to com-
ment from the floor at a Bocas Lit
Fest forum on crime and punish-
ment on Sunday at the Old Fire
Station, Abercromby Street, Port-
of-Spain, Archie said, “What we

have is an ordering of priorities
-and a lack of education at the ley-
el of people who set policies. We
do not set policies in the judicia-
ry.

It was unfortunate, he said, that

there is a perception that the ju-

diciary, a small component of
the justice system, is perceived as
having the power to change what
needs to be changed. The concept
of national security in this coun-
try, he said, is really skewed.

“The Ministry of National Se-
curity receives about $10 billion
a year, which is about 20 percent
of the national budget, recurrent.
The judiciary receives less than
half of one percent of the national
budget,” he said.

hands tied in many instances

“Let us stop spending $20 bil-
lion on the conventional notion
of national security which is ba-
tons and prison cells,” he said
adding that there needs to be
greater discussions on the justice
system.He said the judiciary tries
to engage the policy makers but
they have not reached the level of
understanding of what the justice
system needs to truly restore peo-
ple and to bring them to a place
where they could be productive
members of society. “What we do
not teach in the education system
is how to resolve conflict”

Archie said unless people are
assisted in making the right deci-
sions they will end up before the

courts,

Sinanan promises to fix North Oropouche road

the specifications for a suitable
cargo vessel for the needs of the
inter-island service.

The assistance of the World
Bank, the release said, will be
sought to determine an accept-
able methodology to comply
with the tenets of good procure-
ment practices. PATT said, it was
satisfied that this approach will
realise the best option in the long
term and that a resolution will be
arrived at within the next three
months.

In keeping with its mandate
to provide efficient and reliable
inter-island transport services,
PATT said, its board and man-
agement team is assuring the
public that the best available op-
tions will always be pursued to
ensure that there is no disruption
in the service.

At this time there is an interim
solution that will be in place to
ensure that cargo requirements
are met on the service, until a




