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Section 28 Chap 6:04

• If, during the course or at the close of any inquest, the Coroner is of

opinion that sufficient grounds are disclosed for making a charge on

indictment against any person, he may issue his warrant for the

apprehension of the person and taking him before a Magistrate, and may

bind over any witness who has been examined by or before him in a

recognisance with or without surety to appear and give evidence before the

Magistrate.



Jervis on the Office and Duties of  Coroners 

at paras 13-31 to 13-32

“The Coroners Act 1887 required the inquest, in case of  a finding of  murder or 
manslaughter, to the name the person(s) found to have committed the homicide, and 
the inquisition operated as an indictment of  the person(s) so charged, who would be 
committed for trial on the inquisition at the next assizes…”

Prior to 1977 a finding of  murder or manslaughter by an inquest operated to charge a 
person, not to convict him.  And a grand jury, or (later) examining magistrates, did not 
have to be satisfied of  guilt beyond reasonable doubt before committing for trial.  A 
case to answer was sufficient”. (emphasis mine)



Dixon CJ in May v. O’Sullivan 92 CLR 

654 at pages 656 to 657
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